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NOTES: 
 

• One program relayed that students go to Dunkin or something like it, but I would like to be able to 
provide vouchers for students to eat on campus 

• Rob Leshin, DESE, noted: Students are losing access to federal free meals by opting into EC, which is 
also supported by federal government. 

• Kelly reached out to other state partners to find out more about how EC partnerships cover lunch 
funding. She received feedback from three programs: 

o One is struggling with the same issue 
o One just makes sure that student schedules allow them to be on HS campus during lunch… 

but that doesn’t help with any students taking a full-time load of college coursework 
o One program bought a food truck, stocks it with food from the HS cafeteria and takes it to 

the college campus where EC students can get their lunch. One not-so-positive – while 
students are being fed, they lose the college campus cafeteria and 
socialization/acculturation opportunity. When asked what students thought about this 
option, they readily agreed they would much rather eat in the college cafeteria, however as 
it was a food truck, it somewhat disguised the fact it was a school lunch and the bit of 
novelty made it palatable. 

• Renee and Cashay: will reach out to Texas and NC and ask how they are working through lunch 
if we need more information 

 

• One program does vouchers up to 10$ and we pay the college out of pocket at end of semester. 
Would be great if food was funded but we were not about to leave kids in the lurch.  
$10 a day for 20 students = $200/day $800/week (estimated cost) 

 

• One program noted: It sounds like one proposal is to have a USDA approved meal option as an 
option for high school students on college campus… as a kid I don’t know if it will feel good or 
immersive to have to pick up a subset of what’s available. It might actually be emotionally 
healthier where everyone gets the same thing? 
Another thought: food is a big deal for high school students. Eating at a dining hall might actually 
be a huge incentive for students to apply for and commit to Early College.  

• Cliff and Rob want to meet with MA4EC (maybe Cashay?) later re: state funding/budget 
 
 
It would be helpful to have some dollar figures of how much programs are paying to feed students 
taking college courses. That information should be sent to Cliff Chuang and Rob Leshin.  
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