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Individual 
Education 
Program

• The Individual Education Program (IEP) is 
written to enable a student to make progress 
appropriate for the student's circumstances 
and may be implemented across all education 
and extra-curricular settings

• The IEP identifies the student’s strengths and 
needs. It provides the student, family, and 
educators with a plan to provide 
modifications to the curriculum and activities 
that will support positive student outcomes

• All students with an IEP are entitled to 
services that will support access to general 
education services
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What is FAPE?

• All students with an IEP are entitled to a free, appropriate public education (FAPE). This means 
they must be provided the support needed to access the same opportunities all students have.

• Free: at no cost to the parent/guardian 

• Appropriate: IEPs outline a program for students to meet their unique needs

• Public: students have the same rights to attend public schools as all children; public schools have 
oversight of IEPs

• Education: allows access to related services too, if appropriate

• Will this student have access to the same education and extra-curricular opportunities as other 
students?

• What supports should be provided to protect this student from discrimination?
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Students with an IEP in 
College

• Students with an IEP may want to 
attend college to:

• Explore college and career options
• Pursue a course of study
• Support career development
• Develop habits and skills needed 

for college and career 
opportunities

• Support their transition from High 
School
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New Higher Education Bill in Massachusetts 
Inclusive Secondary Education

Provisions remove barriers 
precluding persons with Intellectual 
Disabilities and Autism from 
participating in state colleges and 
universities.

Provisions ensure state colleges 
and universities establish guidelines 
governing the selection of 
individuals with ID and Autism as 
well as course selection.
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Comparison: ‘07 and ‘22 Inclusive Higher Education 
Legislation
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What is the Massachusetts Inclusive Concurrent 
Enrollment Initiative? (MAICEI)

The MAICEI initiative funds public institutes of higher education that wish 
to initiate a MAICEI program that is designed to offer inclusive college 
options for students identified as having an intellectual disability, autism, 
or developmental disability.

Source: MAICEI

https://www.mass.edu/strategic/MAICEI.asp
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Why is the MAICEI Program important 
for the Higher Education Community?
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Example of Inclusive Courses in MAICEI 
Programs
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Current Massachusetts MAICEI Campuses

•Bridgewater State University
•Bridgewater State Residence Life
•Bristol Community College
•Cape Cod Community College
•Framingham State University
•Northern Essex Community College
•Holyoke Community College
•Massasoit Community College
•Mass Bay Community College
•Mass College of Art & Design
•Middlesex Community College
•Salem State University
•Salem State Residence Life
•UMASS Amherst
•UMASS Boston
•Westfield State University
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Comparison Between Early College and MAICEI

Early College Program MAICEI

Student Age 16-18 (depending on the program, it can be 
as early as 9

th
grade)

18 years old-21 years old

Accommodation and 
Modification

FAPE - IEP FAPE - IEP

Pathway to college Traditional Matriculated
1. Placement, tests, essays
2. Pursuing a degree
3. Reasonable Accommodations

Alternative Non- Matriculated
1. Person centered planning 
2. Individual support plan
3. Focus on employment goals
4. May not purse degree/credit

Course load When they completed the program, they 
receive minimum 12 credits of college 
credits.

Students have the freedom to choose the 
classes to take and audit classes.

Cost No extra cost to the families No extra cost to the families
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How can we better support students 
with disabilities?
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What do students with IEPs need?

The UDL Guidelines are a tool used in the implementation of Universal Design for 
Learning. These guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 
discipline or domain to ensure that all learners can access and participate in meaningful, 
challenging learning opportunities.

Source: Cast

https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl
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Inclusion of students with an IEP

• The Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) has developed a resource for 
programs seeking to develop inclusive programs for students with disabilities

• Begin at the Beginning: Develop a purposeful recruitment and admissions 
approach to attract and include disability-diverse students

• More than Compliance: Understand the aspects of accommodations for students 
on campus, including how to determine whether an accommodation is needed, 
how to meet those needs, and how to build a campus-wide understanding among 
students and staff about accommodations

• Bridge the Divide: Understand the levels of technology accessibility needed for 
an inclusive classroom

• Beyond Disability Diversity: Develop a culture of inclusivity that is needed to 
support full academic and campus involvement of students with disabilities.

https://iel.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/IEL_HigherEdNextGreatChallenge_June2020.pdf
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Questions?

1. What do you need to know to support students with disabilities in early 
college programs?

2. How do you sign up for the working group to support and design 
programs that support students with disabilities?
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Thank you!
Please direct questions to specialeducation@doe.mass.edu

mailto:specialeducation@doe.mass.edu
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